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POSSESSION OR USE OF WEAPONS OR LOOK ALIKE WEAPONS IN SCHOOL 

 

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Peoria teach and uphold the sanctity of human life. Virtues 

such as respect for others, peacemaking, and self-discipline are foundations of Catholic 

education. Furthermore, a safe academic and social environment is essential for learning and 

Christian formation. The possession or use of weapons not only disrupts the school’s learning 

environment, it fundamentally violates the sanctity of human life by threatening the very 

health and safety of teachers and students. 

 

It is strictly forbidden for any student to possess, use, attempt to use, manufacture, distribute, 

purchase, trade or sell (or seek the sale or trade of) any weapon on school premises or at any 

school-related activity or function, including but not limited to travel to and from school 

and/or school-related functions. Possession means having a weapon on one’s person or in an 

area subject to the student’s control such as desks, lockers, backpacks, and vehicles. Any 

student possessing, using, attempting to use, manufacturing, distributing, purchasing, trading 

or selling (or seeking the sale or trade of) weapons at school or any school-related function 

shall, at the discretion of the pastor and principal, be subject to immediate expulsion. 

 

Weapons are defined as any object, device, or instrument that has been designed, created, 

adapted or used for the purpose of intimidating, threatening, and/or inflicting physical injury 

(including but not limited to anything which resembles such items). Any student found to be 

in possession of a weapon shall be immediately suspended from school. The weapon will be 

confiscated and police officials contacted. The student’s parents will be notified, and there 

will be an administrative review. The normal consequence shall be expulsion from school. 

 

In cases where there are substantial mitigating circumstances, the pastor may impose a 

suspension rather than an expulsion after consultation with the Superintendent of Schools 

(especially with students in grades K-3). In the event that a student finds a weapon at school 

or a school-related function, the student shall immediately notify a teacher, coach, or 

administrator about the weapon’s location. In such cases, the student shall not be regarded as 

possessing a weapon. Teachers or students who require a facsimile of a weapon for a 

legitimate school/class project must first obtain approval from the principal prior to bringing 

the item into the school. 

 

Diocesan schools reserve the right to dismiss any student at anytime whatsoever for conduct, 

whether inside or outside of school, that is detrimental to the reputation of the school and/or 

the continued well-being and safety of students. 
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